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by the ships then belonging to the parliament of Eng-
land. The slaves, I suppose, they sold, but Sir Wil-
liam was brought prisoner into England. Whether
he was first a prisoner in Caresbroke Castle in the Isle
of Wight, or at the Towr of London, I have forgott;
he was prisoner at both: his Gondibert was finished
at Caresbroke Castle. He expected no mercy from
the parliament, and had no hopes of escaping with his
life. It pleased God, that the two aldermen of Yorke
aforesaid, hearing that he was taken and brought to
London to be tryed for his life, which they understood
was in extreme danger, they were touched with so
much generosity and goodnes, as upon their own ac-
counts and mere motion (to try what they could to
save Sir William's life, who had been so civil to them,
and a means to save theirs ;) to come to London ; and
acquainting the parliament with it, upon their peti-
tion, etc. Sir William's life was saved2. 'Twas Harry
Martyn, that saved Sir William's life in the house :
when they were talking of sacrificing one, then said
Hen. that ' in sacrifices they always offered pure and
without blemish ; now ye talk of making a sacrifice of
an old rotten rascal.' Vid. H. Martyn's life, where by
this rare jest, then forgot, the L.d Falkland saved H.
Martyn's life.

" Being freed from imprisonment, because plays
(sciL trage. and comedies) were in those presbyterian
times scandalous, he contrives to set up an opera, stylo
recitative ; wherein Serjeant Mayuaxd and several ci-
tizens were engagers ; it began at Rutland House in
Charter-house-yard:next, scilicet anno------at theCock-

a Mr. Warton observes to me, that " Aubrey does not say
here, that Milton (with the two aldermen) was instrumental in
saving D'Avenant's Life. Dr. Johnson is puzzled on what autho-
rity to fix this anecdote. Life of Milton, p. 181, Svo. edit. I
believe that anecdote was first retailed in print by Wood, Ath.
Oxon..ii. 412."